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Near the beginning of this week's
parasha we read the following words
(D'varim 4:1), "And now, O Israel,
hearken unto the statutes and
ordinances which I teach you, to do
them, that you may live and go in to
possess the Land which the Lord, the
G-d of your fathers, giveth you".
Verses 4:5 and 4:14 repeatedly
convey a similar message: Moshe
teaches us the ordinances and
statutes so that we may perform
them in the Land of Israel.

This being the case, it seems
reasonable to conclude that the
mitzvot of the Torah were given in
order to be performed exclusively in
the Land of Israel. However, as we all
know, this is not the case. A small
Sefer entitled "Sefer Eretz Yisrael"
written by Rav Yechiel Michel
Tukchinsky, enumerates the various
differences between prayers as said
in Eretz Yisrael, and the way they are
uttered in the Diaspora. This is then
followed by a listing of differences in
various Minhagim. One example he

notes is that at a Brit, minhag Eretz
Yisrael is that the father holds the
child up in front of the Ahron Kodesh
and says the Sh'ma with those in
attendance repeating after him.
Coming to Israel and accepting this
Minhag alone, would make your Aliya
worthwhile. So join us and we will join
you saying SH'MA YISRAEL!

Aside from the minor differences,
though, the picture is clear: The
performance of the mitzvot is
basically the same whether here or
there.

The Malbim comments that with the
exclusion of the MITZVOT HA-T'LU-
YOT BA'ARETZ, all the other mitzvot
which are not directly dependent on
the Land of Israel are clearly intended
to be performed the world over.
Nonetheless, he points out, there still
is a direct connection between these
mitzvot and the Land. Even though
the fulfillment of these mitzvot is not
dependent on the Land, the Land is
dependent on the mitzvot. We
acquire the Land and are allowed to
reside within its boundaries only
when we carry out the mitzvot.
Conversely, the Land, like a sentient
being, will angrily spew out its
inhabitants when they perform
immoral acts within it.

While it is a sine qua non of Judaism
that the commandments are univer-



sally applicable, the Sifri on D'varim
11:17-18 seems to have a different
take on the issue. 

The Torah (D'varim 11:17) warns us
that as a consequence of our sins,
the Jews can only but expect to be
banished from the Land. In the
following verse (11:18), the Torah
directs us to "Place these words…
upon your hearts… tie them as
symbols on your hands and bind them
between your eyes". The Sifri (as
quoted by Rashi) explains that the
Torah wishes to convey the message
that "Even when in exile we are to
continue to put on Tefillin and to
make Mezuzot - do this when you are
in exile, so that when you return they
will not be new to you. As Yirmiyahu
(31:20) states: "Place markers before
you." When we are in the Diaspora,
the mitzvot serve like markers, or
sign posts on the road, their primary
purpose is to guide us and direct us
back to the Land of Israel. 

The Sifri adds a parable: A king of
flesh and blood grew angry with his
wife and sent her back to her father's
house. As she left his home he said to
her, "Be sure to continue wearing
your jewelry, so that whenever you
return, it will not be new to you."
Thus also the Holy One, blessed be
He, sends us away from his Land he
said to Israel, "My children, you must

continue to be marked by the
commandments, so that when you
return, they will not be new to you."

The Ramban quotes this Rashi and
proceeds to explain the SOD, the
hidden meaning, encapsulated in
these words. Ramban explains that
due to the special kedusha inherent
in the Land, there is a highly
significant qualitative difference
between the performance of the very
same mitzvot inside, or outside, the
borders of the Holy Land. Expanding
upon this same understanding, he
writes (Vayikra 18:25) that - the
mitzvot are in essence for those who
dwell in the Land of the Lord.

The Kuzari expresses a similar view
explaining that since "The Land of
Israel is especially distinguished by
the Lord of Israel, no performance of
the commandments can be perfect
except there… heart and soul are only
perfectly pure and clean in the place
which is known to be especially
selected by God" (Kuzari 5:23).

To give a colloquial twist to the Sifri's
(and R. Yehuda HaLevi's, and
Ramban's…) teaching, we can say
that although the same mitzva may
be performed in Israel as well as in
Chutz La'Aretz, the difference
between the two is like that between
a practice match played away from
home, and experiencing the same



tournament while playing on one's
home court.

The Jewish People's home court is
right here in Eretz Yisrael, and we
should learn from sports lovers not to
discount the importance of the home
court advantage! 


