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Chayei Sara

In this week's parsha, two seemingly
unrelated events are mentioned.
Firstly, the text describes the death
of Sarah and Avraham's efforts to
provide her with a suitable resting
place. Secondly, the parsha presents
in details Avraham's task of sending
Eliezer to find a suitable wife for his
son Yitzchak, and his success in this
mission and finding Rivka.

However, in a deeper look, the death
of Sarah and Yitzchak's marriage to
Rivka - are not only chronologically
related, but they are also logically
related. Rabbi Simcha Krauss z"tl,
once related, that the Torah wants to
make an important point here, that
despite Sarah's death, she continues
to live.

On pasuk 24:57, "And Yitzchak
brought her (Rivka) into Sarah's tent
and took Rivka and she became his
wife; and he loved her", the Midrash
says: "The candles remained lit from
Erev Shabbat to Erev Shabbat, the
blessing reigned in her dough and the
cloud of glory returned to her tent."
Sarah's spirit - her teachings and
traditions remained alive and influ-

ence Rivka and Yitzchak.

A similar idea mentioned by the
commentaries is found at the
opening of the parsha, "And the life
of Sarah" though the subject is her
death. Correspondingly, by the death
of Yaakov, the Torah says, "And
Yaakov lived." The point is that in
spite of his death, the righteousness
of Yaakov remained. Sarah too
passes away, but the text says
VAYIHYU CHAYEI SARA -"And the
life of Sarah..." Her life work with
Avraham, the emergence of the
people of Israel, remains.

The Torah is relating to us a powerful
lesson. The Torah teaches us how to
deal with tragedy and misfortune. At
a time of tragedy, a person's faith in
G-d is tested. When the righteous
(seemingly) suffer and when evil
(seemingly) prosper, how does one
react? As was asked, "Why do bad
things happen to good people".

However, this week's parsha provides
us with direction. Man ought not
become paralyzed by this problem.
Sarah passed away and was buried.
Had Avraham remained forever in
mourning, had he become paralyzed
because of his personal tragedy,
Yitzchak would never have found his
true mate, the household of Israel
would not have been built. To allow
Sarah's heritage to flourish, Avraham



had to make certain that the tragedy
of Sarah's death did not paralyze him.

The message is clear. The Jewish
people have and continue to meet
tragic events, even cataclysmic
events like the tragic terror attack
this week leaving three Jewish
people mortally wounded Al Kiddush
Hashem. But with it all. We are here.
We continue - Am Yisrael Chai -
despite persecution, destruction and
tragedy. Our remembrance of this
must consist with positive action. We
must live a more intensive Jewish life
and Jewish lifestyle.

The former Chief Rabbi of Great
Britain, Rabbi Immanuel Jacobovitz
z"tl, once said, VAYIZKOR ELOKIM ET
RACHEL - "And G-d remembered
Rachel", does not end with mere
remembrance. After G-d having
remembered, He then proceeded and
opened Rachel's womb.

Let us remember best through
strengthening our Jewish living.


