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Va'eira

"And I appeared to Avraham, to
Yitzchak and to Yaakov, by the name
of KEIL SHAKAI, but my name
HASHEM (ALEF-DALET-NUN-YUD), I
did not make myself known to them"
(6:3).

There are those commentators that
interpret the verse that a certain
attribute of G-d which was not
revealed to the forefathers, was
revealed now to Moshe. Rashi
explains it as the attribute where G-d
did not fulfill promises to the
forefathers, yet, to Moshe, G-d did
fulfill promises. Ramban felt that
although miracles did occur during
the period of the forefathers, they
were camouflaged as part of the
natural order and thereupon, not
noticeable. However, for Moshe, real
supernatural miracles did occur.  

Weren't the Avot on a higher spiritual
level then Moshe? A question asked
by Rabbi Moshe Mirsky.

The Midrash Rabbah (6:4) answers
that exactly since the Avot were on a
higher spiritual level, they believed in
G-d even without being exposed to

supernatural miracles. None of them
questioned G-d even when faced with
so many challenges and hardships.
However, Moshe's first and foremost
question was "What is His name?"

This shows that the faith of the Avot
was stronger than that of Moshe's,
and precisely because of this, the
Hand of G-d was more apparent in
Moshe's time, when it was most
needed.

Indeed it seems that when the Hand
of G-d is less recognizable, there is a
greater opportunity for man to use
his free will to discover G-d and
realize His Presence. It was for
grasping this opportunity that our
Avot were praised.

This sheds an optimistic light on our
experience in the Exile. Just as the
times of the Avot, lacked the
appearance of supernatural miracles,
so too in our lives. However, in
contrast to the Avot, many within the
people of Israel today, have lost the
faith in G-d. We should learn how to
view our current condition with a
sense of challenge as well as with a
sense of joy, to be in a similar
situation as our great Avot. 


