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A Lowly Donkey
with High Potential
In this week’s Parsha, we read of the
command to offer up the first-born
male to Hashem. This Mitzva is
Pidyon HaBen, whereby the father
redeems his firstborn son from a
Kohen. The Mitzva is, in part, an
acknowledgement to G-d for sparing
the B'chorot of Bnei Yisrael from the
plague that afflicted the whole of
Egypt.

The Torah command, however, goes
beyond the first-born males of the
people, to the first-borns of one’s
livestock, a symbol of one’s posses-
sions that, like the first-born male,
should be dedicated to the service of
Hashem. The Torah narrative also
informs us that every PETER
CHAMOR, first-issue donkey (if male)
(also employed by Bnei Yisrael),
should be redeemed with a sheep (cf.
Sh'mot 13:11-13).

Why was the non-kosher donkey so
singled out (among all non-kosher
animals) to be redeemed. Perhaps
because an unclean animal, even in
your possession, has no place being
dedicated to G-d. Moreover, the
Hebrew word for donkey, CHAMOR,
indicates materialism, a concept that

intrinsically negates the point of the
Mitzva that our treasured children
and possessions are gifts from
Hashem to be pledged to His service.
No wonder, then, that Avraham, on
his way to Mt. Moriah, tells his
servants to stay behind with the
donkey (B'reishit 22:5).

Notwithstanding the negative attri-
butes of the donkey, our teachers
found for the donkey several redeem-
ing features.

After R. Hirsch, we appreciate that
the lowly donkey slowly and peace-
fully bears one’s moveable posses-
sions, contrasting with the speedy
steed that symbolizes the military
might of foreign kings. Not
surprisingly, then, that Zechariya
describes Mashiach riding on the foal
of a donkey, a symbol of peace and
prosperity (9:9). And thus did Yaakov
represent Yehuda, the forerunner of
the Jewish monarchy, as binding “his
donkey’s colt… to the choice vine
branch” (a symbol of prosperity).

Rashi reminds us that the donkey
saved the day for the fleeing Israelite
slaves.

Without the donkeys, the people
could not have carried out the spoils
of Egypt.

Reason enough for the donkey to be
so redeemed; reason enough for us to



be thankful even to one of the
lowliest animals created, neverthe-
less, for our benefit. MP


