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Coming Soon...
The Four Parshiyot

Not yet, but starting next week...

Parshat SH'KALIM - Read on the
Shabbat of or right before Rosh
Chodesh Adar (the second Adar,
when there are two).

Can fall on 25, 27, 29 Sh'vat (or Adar
Rishon), or on 1 Adar (or Adar Sheini).

Maftir SH'KALIM in the second Torah
is Sh'mot 30:11-16, the first 6 p'sukim
of Parshat Ki Tisa.

Haftara for SH'KALIM is Melachim
Bet 12:1-17. S'faradim begin with
11:17-20.

This year: next Shabbat, Parshat
Mishpatim. The 27th of Sh'vat,
February 14th.

Parshat ZACHOR - Read on the
Shabbat right before Purim.

Can fall on 8, 9, 11, or 13 Adar (or Adar
Sheini).

Maftir ZACHOR in the second Torah
is D'varim 25:17-19, the last 3 p'sukim
of Parshat Ki Teitzei.

Haftara for ZACHOR is Sh'muel Alef
15:2-34. S'faradim begin with 15:1.

This year: Shabbat Parshat T'tzaveh,
the 11th of Adar, February 28th.

Parshat PARA - Read on the Shabbat
right before Parshat HACHODESH.

Can fall on 18, 20, 22, or 23 Adar (or
Adar Sheini).

Maftir PARA in the second Torah is
Bamidbar 19:1-22, whole first perek of
Parshat Chukat.

Haftara for PARA is Yechezkeil

36:16-38.

This year: Shabbat Parshat Ki Tisa,
the 18th of Adar, March 7th.

Parshat HACHODESH - Read on the
Shabbat of or right before Rosh
Chodesh Nisan.

Can fall on 25, 27, 29 Adar (or Adar
Sheini), or on 1 Nisan.

Maftir HACHODESH in the second
Torah is Sh'mot 12:1-20, in Parshat
Bo.

Haftara for HACHODESH is Yechez-
keil 16:45-46:18.

This year: Shabbat Parshat Vayakhel-
P'kudei, the 25th of Adar, March 14th.

The Four Codes for Hafsakot

The Four Parshiyot span at least 5
Shabbatot; sometimes 6 Shabbatot.

This means that within the Four
Parshiyot period, there are one or two
Shabbatot when there is no special
Maftir. These Shabbatot are called
Hafsakot.

When the first of Adar is a Wednes-



day (occurs 28.5% of years), the 4th
of Adar will be a Hafsaka (between
Sh'kalim and Zachor). The code for
such years is DALET,DALET (day of
the week of 1 Adar and date in Adar of
the Hafsaka). This year 5786 is a
DALET,DALET year.

When the first of Adar is a Monday
(occurs 31.9% of years), the 6th of
Adar will be a Hafsaka (between
Sh'kalim and Zachor). The code for
such years is BET,VAV.

When the first of Adar is Shabbat
(occurs 11.5% of years, a three-Torah
Shabbat), the 15th of Adar will be a
Hafsaka (between Zachor and Para).
The code for such years is ZAYIN,
TET-VAV. Note that in these kind of
years, the Hafsaka is on Jerusalem's
Purim, so we (in Yerushalayim) will
have 5 Shabbatot in a row with
reading from multiple Torahs.

When the first of Adar is a Friday
(occurs 28.0% of years), there will be
two Hafsakot - on the 2nd of Adar
(between Sh'kalim and Zachor) and
on the 16th of Adar (between Zachor
and Para). The code for such years is
VAV,BET--YUD-VAV. In these year-
types, HaChodesh will be a three-
Torah Shabbat.

Interesting to note that these codes
were formulated at a time in the past
when 15 was already TET-VAV in
order to avoid using a YUD and a HEI
which would look like on of G-d's

names, but 16 was still YUD-VAV, and
not yet the present-day's TET-ZAYIN.

More calendar notes:

The Four Parshiyot fall out when the
calendar follows the LO ADU rule
(meaning that every date has four
possible days of the week to fall on
and three days of the week that it
never falls on). That's why there are
four possible arrangements for them,
as spelled out above.

295 of 385 possible dates on our fixed
calendar, follow LO ADU (and the
other 6 variations - LO B'HaZ, LO
AGU, LO B'DaZ, LO AGaH, LO B'DU,
LO G'HaZz).

The 90 dates that don't follow LO
ADU are 30 Marcheshvan, all of
Kislev, Tevet, and Sh'vat. The 295
dates that do belong to the LO ADU
rule are from 1 Adar through 29
Marcheshvan.



