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This Shabbat - Matot-Mas'ei, July 11,
we bench Rosh Chodesh Av.

Rosh Chodesh Av is always one day in
our current fixed calendar because
Tamuz has 29 days.
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As to the name of the month, one
common practice is to refer to the
month as AV for the first 10 days of
the month. From the 11th and on, the
month is called MENACHEM AV. In
the announcement of Rosh Chodesh
on Shabbat M'vorchim, the month is
called MENACHEM AV.

In the past, there have been sugges-
tions that we not announce the
coming of Rosh Chodesh Av, because
of the statement in the Mishna
(Taanit) - As Av enters, we diminish
joy. Our practice is to bench R"Ch Av
- and the thinking is: Is there a month
that can use a blessing from HaShem
more than Av?

The molad of Menachem Av is on
Tuesday (July 14), 30 minutes and 17
chalakim after 7 in the evening.
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The molad in clock time is Tuesday,
8:16pm Israel Summer Time.

In Rambam notation: 73pn:X '3

The actual molad (New Moon) is on
Tuesday at 12:24pm.

What sedra is read on Shabbat
M'vorchim Menachem Av?

This year:
Matot-Mas'ei - 53.8% (all over)

Rosh Chodesh Av is the yahrzeit of
Aharon HaKohen. It is the ONLY
yahrzeit mentioned in the Torah. and
it is NOT mentioned when the Torah
tells us of his death in Parshat Chukat
- it is mentioned in this week's sedra,
specifically Bamidbar 33:38 in Mas'ei.

According to Dor Dor V'Dorshav,
Elazar ben Aharon HaKohen also died
on Rosh Chodesh Av.

The 26th of Tamuz (this Shabbat) is
the 140th yahrzeit of R' Shlomo
Ganzfried, author of the Kitzur
Shulchan Aruch.

The 29th of Tamuz (next Tuesday) is
the 921st yahrzeit of Rashi.



