
1st of the 54 sedras; 
1st of 12 in B'reishit

Written on 241 lines in a Torah, rank 9

23 Parshiyot; 10 open, 13 closed, rank 6

146 p'sukim - rank: 8th (5th in B'rei.),
same as Mikeitz; but Miketz is longer
in lines, words, letters

1931 words - ranks 8 (5th in B'reishit)

7235 letters - ranks 11 (5th in B'reishit)

One (positive) mitzva in B'reishit - 
viz. Be fruitful and multiply...

This Aliya contains the first account
of Creation. We just read it on
Simchat Torah for Chatan B'reishit.

SDT: Baal HaTurim points out that
the Gimatriya of B'REISHIT BARA is
1116, and is the numeric value of the
phrase: B'ROSH HASHANA NIV'RA -
on RH it (the world) was created.
Furthermore, the letters of B'reishit
rearrange to spell ALEF B'TISHREI,
the first of the month of Tishrei (or
B'ALEF TISHREI - on the first of
Tishrei - same thing), "confirming"
the opinion that the world was
created in Tishrei (R. Eliezer), rather
than in Nissan, as the other opinion
holds (R. Yehoshua). If we could prove
things with gimatriyas and anagrams,
then R. Eliezer would “win” the
dispute, but as it is, the dispute as to
when the world was created remains
a dispute - and seems to lean towards
Nissan.

Did that happen on day 1 of Creation?
Or is something before Day 1 being
described? 

The Torah, the book of B'reishit, and
Parshat B'reishit begin with the
account of Creation - as we all know.
A famous question is what do the
first two p'sukim describe?

Are the p'sukim B'REISHIT BARA...
and V'HAARETZ HAYTA... part of day
one, or does day one begin with "And
G-d said Let there be light? 



One school of thought - which
personally works for me and helps
explain a lot of things - is that first
there was Creation of Something
from Nothing (YEISH MEI'AYIN,
Creatio ex nihilo) and then there was
the organized formation of Some-
thing from Something (YEISH
MEI'YEISH).

In the Beginning, G-d created the
heavens and the earth is understood
as His creation of everything in exis-
tence from the state of nothingness
in which only G-d existed. What that
means is not really within human
grasp and it should not bother you if
your head hurts from trying to
imagine that.

As the second pasuk tells us, the
result of that first stage of Creation,
was that everything was in a chaotic
mixture - including matter, energy,
time, and more.

Starting with the third pasuk -
VAYOMER ELOKIM Y'HI OR, we have
the six days of Creation, culminating
in the first Shabbat - SHABBAT
B'REISHIT.

Regardless of how long you think the
days of Creation were - 24 hours,
1000 years, an eon each, or whatever,
the first two p'sukim describe what
took place in anywhere from a
fraction of a second (Big Bang
Theory) to immeasurable eons.
Consequently, any question of age of
the earth, fossil remains of pre-

historic animals, and more - are
rendered unanswerable. There is so
much more to say - and I often do say
more on this, but not now.

Thus begins the Torah’s description
of Days 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. And what
happened on those days? G-d put
everything in order, distinguished one
thing from another. It was creation of
Something from Something. YEISH
MI'YEISH. Forming, shaping. The kind
of Creation that we can and should
emulate in our lives.

And how long was one of these days
of Creation? Maybe they each were a
thousand years long. Or an eon. Or
maybe they each were 24 hours long.
Either that Torah talks "our language"
or not. Take your pick. Either way fits
(because there was a super-fast-
forward on each day so that which
would take long periods of time to
develop naturally could fit into a day
as we know it).
Shabbat B'reishit is a time of redis-
covery and re-creation. Just like on
Pesach and Shavuot when we read of
the events of Egyptian slavery and
the Exodus on the one and the events
of Matan Torah on the other, and we
try to put ourselves into the events,
to make them fresh, as if today we
came out of Egypt, as if the Torah
were given today, so too should we
enthusiastically read and hear the
description of Creation and put



ourselves into the position of
discovering G-d through the world
and nature that He brought into
existence for us. Don't just see things
as "once upon a time, a long time
ago..." -- get excited, because G-d
“renews with His Goodness, every
day and always, the Acts of B’reishit.”

Interesting to note that the Sun and
the Moon (which are interestingly not
named here) are called the Great
Luminaries and in the same pasuk, it
is the Sun that keeps the title and the
Moon is called the Me'or HaKatan, the
small luminary. Aside from the
Midrashic explanations, there is an
important physical observation to
note. Comparing the Sun and the
Moon, we find that the Sun has a
diameter about 400 times greater
than the Moon. If that doesn't sound



that impressive, look at it this way:
64,000,000 Moons would fit into the
Sun. From this perspective, the Sun is
certainly the Me'or HaGadol to the
Moon's Me'or HaKatan.

But look at things another way.
Because the Sun is approx. 400 times
more distant from the Earth as is the
Moon, the Sun and the Moon appear
to us as the same size. If you have
seen the Sun through a cloud or
during a dust storm, the Sun looked
very much like a full Moon. further-
more, during a total solar eclipse the
Moon will approximately cover the
disk of the Sun as if they were a
matched set. No other heavenly body
- star or planet - appears to us as
more than a point of light (to the
naked eye). As such, they (Sun &
Moon) are the Me'orot HaG'dolim.
Sometimes it is actual size that
matters, but sometimes it is how we
perceive things that is significant.
This pasuk teaches us both perspec-
tives.

An interesting gimatriya:
A person with both male and female
parts is called an androgynos. The
gimatriya of the Hebrew (Aramaic)
word is 390. ZACHAR UN'KEIVA, male
and female, also equals 390. The
observation is attributed to Rabbi
Yehuda HaChasid (12th century c.e.). 



You might not know...

Why do we say VAYCHULU after the
Amida on Friday night if we said it in
the Amida and are going to say it
again at Kiddush?

Last Friday night (Sh'mini Atzeret)
and the one before it (Leil Rishon shel
Sukkot) and two weeks before that
(Leil Rosh HaShana), the Amida did
NOT contain VAYCHULU. Originally,
Chazal instituted saying VAYCHULU
right after the Amida that didn't have
those p'sukim. It was then standard-
ized as procedure for every Leil
Shabbat.

Yom Tov on Shabbat doesn't even
happen every year. Something a few
times. But on overwhelming majority
of Shabbatot, we do have VAYCHULU
in the Amida. Yet because of LO
PLUG (not to differentiate), that
Rabbinic decrees are often declared
universally applicable, we say VAY-
CHULU after the Amida every Friday
night.

In the first account of Creation, Man
was the final act of Creation, but not
so much the purpose and focus of
creation. In this second account, Man
is presented as the focus of creation.

We must see things both ways in
order to maintain a healthy perspec-
tive on this world, our role in it, and
our responsibilities towards it and all
elements of nature.

To paraphrase a famous saying: A
person should write the following on
two pieces of paper, fold each one,
and put one in his left pocket and one
in his right pocket. One should say:
For me the whole world was created.
The other should say: A mosquito was
created before I was.



The sin(s) of Adam and Chava are not
just personal sins, but more signifi-
cantly, they help us define and under-
stand (some of) human nature. It's
almost like asking, "How could they
have done what they did!?! And the
answer is, "That's how humans
behave." Yes, it was a sin, but for us,
it's more and different.

It is interesting to note that the
"story" parts of Shlishi and most of
R'vi'i are part of one large parsha, but

G-d's statements to Adam and Chava,
and His kindness to them are slightly
isolated in the form of two parshiyot
S'tumot, thus calling specific atten-
tion to them and the lessons we learn
from them. 

Kayin's response to G-d's query as to
where Hevel was, echoes in our
collective Jewish Experience through
all the generations: HASHOMEIR
ACHI ANOCHI? Am I my brother's
keeper? Kayin said it to shirk his
responsibility for his brother. We are
constantly challenged to be the kind
of human being and the kind of Jew
who knows very well that we ARE
responsible for each other.

We should remove the questioning
HEI at the beginning of the question
and the question mark from its end
(not in the Torah, of course) and make
our definitive statement - 

YES! SHOMER ACHI ANOCHI!



It is possible that Kayin sired
different species of humanoids. This
is how some want to explain the
evidence of the existence of pre-
historic man. Kayin's whole line was
destroyed in the Flood. (Almost, that
is. See further)

Rashi (quoting B'reishit Rabba) says
that she was the wife of No'ach. What
is significant about that is that
Kayin's line was not completely
terminated by the Flood. Although we
refer to all of mankind as Bnei No'ach,
who descended from Adam through
Sheit, on the mother's side there is
Na'ama and before her, Kayin.

By the way, in case your Chumash
does not have the same Aliya
breakdown as is presented here, don't
worry. There are different versions.



VII

Since Shabbat is Erev Rosh Chodesh,
the regular haftara of the sedra is
preempted by the MACHAR CHO-
DESH haftara. 




