
6th of the 54 sedras; 
6th of 12 in B'reishit

Written on 172.7 lines, ranks 36th

4 Parshiyot; 2 open, 2 closed

106 p'sukim, ranks 29 (9th in B'reishit)

Tied with Vayigash and Bo; 
shorter than each in words & letters
and length

1432 words, ranks 34 (10th in B'rei.)

5426 letters, ranks 33 (10th in B'rei.)

Its p'sukim are below average in
length

None of the 613 mitzvot are in
To-l'dot. However, as we mention
often, there are Midot and values and
other lessons to be learned.

This sedra name has two syllables -
TO and L'DOT, accent on the L'DOT.
Not TOL-DOT or TOL-DOS. The
sedra-name has 2nd highest gimatriya.



SDT: Rashi quotes the Gemara that
tells that when Yitzchak was born,
scoffers said that Avraham and Sara,
who were old and childless for so
long, had found a baby and claimed it
as their own. Avraham invited the
leaders of the nations, their wives
and infants, and Sara miraculously
was able to wet-nurse all the babies -
not just her son Yitzchak. (The
Gemara points to the plural BANIM in
21:7.) Then the scoffers accepted that
Sara bore Yitzchak, but chided
Avraham that Avimelech was the
father (since Yitzchak's birth
followed Sara's abduction). A miracle
occurred and baby Yitzchak was the
very image of his father Avraham,
until the scoffers proclaimed,
"Avraham sired Yitzchak."

SDT: Safe to say that most of us
learned from way back that Rivka was
3 years old when she married
Yitzchak. This notion is based on the
Torah's telling us of the birth of Rivka
right after the portion of the Akeida.
Yitzchak was 37 at the time of the

Akeida and the death of Sara Imeinu.
He married at 40, hence Rivka was 3
at the time.

However, Chizkuni (an early commen-
tary of Torah and of Rashi) argues
that if Rivka was only 3, there would
be a discrepancy in the chronology of
the rest of her life. We have sources
that indicate she was 133 at the time
of her death. Working backwards
with various events, we find that she
was 14 when she married Yitzchak.
The account of Nachor's family -
including Rivka, does not have to
mean that she was just born at the
time of the Akeida. The Torah is just
introducing us to Rivka in order to
bring her into the picture, so to
speak, as Yitzchak is about to take
over the mantle of Patriarch-hood
from Avraham Avinu.

SDT: Commentaries say that Rivka
was unaware that she was carrying
twins; she thought the turmoil within



her existed in a single baby - THIS
had her very upset; she was
somewhat calmed by the Divine
message of her carrying twins.
Another commentator suggests that
Rivka knew she'd have twins but did
not see the benefit of bringing a
Yaakov into this world if it meant also
having an Eisav. Part of the reply to
her question "why do I need this?" is
that her conclusion was wrong.

SDT: There are many different
commentaries on these relationships.
Note that Yitzchak's love is based on
Eisav's providing food for him (or
deceiving him - based on various
drashot). Rivka's love is uncondi-
tional. Pirkei Avot says that only an
unconditional love will endure for-
ever.

 (The Gemara tell us that
this was the day that Avraham died;
Yaakov was preparing a traditional
mourner's meal for Yitzchak.)

SDT: The Vilna Gaon says, G-d forbid
our father Yaakov should have taken
advantage of Eisav's exhaustion to
buy the B'chora for a mere portion of
lentil stew and a piece of bread.
Based on textual indications and the
midrash in Bamidbar Rabba, the GR"A
says that what happened in the text
was the commitment by Eisav to sell
the Birthright, the sealing of the deal
with the food, and that the deal was
completed later with Yaakov's paying
money to Eisav.

Other commentaries provide differ-
ent details to flesh out this episode.



SDT: Some see this as a hidden
reference to the 1st and 2nd Beit
HaMikdash, which fell, and the 3rd
which will stand forever. May we see
it soon in our time.

Not a rare experience through the
centuries - Jews expelled from a
country, which subsequently regrets
its actions because of the decline
they experienced without them. And
we, somehow, kept going back.



SDT: It seems obvious that Yaakov
was punished measure for measure
for his deception of Yitzchak. The
Brothers not only deceived Yaakov
concerning the fate of Yosef, but
they used a goat and a garment
(exactly the two items that Yaakov
used to deceive his father) to bring
about their deception. If we accept
the idea that Yaakov was supposed to
get the bracha that Yitzchak thought
he was going to give to Eisav, that it
was G-d's will, and even G-d's
command, according to Onkeles, to
Rivka to “set it up”, then why was
Yaakov punished so severely? 

An answer might be suggested in the
form of an analogy. When one has to
take drastic, life-saving treatments -
"serious" medication, radiation, etc.,
what is done might be absolutely
necessary, but there are often harsh
side-effects.

SDT: When the Torah tells us that
Yaakov gave his father wine to drink,
the TROP note under the word LO (to
him) is a MEIRCHA CH'FULA, double
meircha. This rare note (only 5 times
in the Torah), suggests the Meshech
Chochma, reminds us of the proper
way to drink a cup of wine - not

gulping it down in one shot, but
rather finishing it in two "install-
ments". It's more polite that way.

(how? Ru’ach HaKodesh,
says Rashi)



Note that Rivka did NOT tell Yitzchak
that Eisav wanted to kill Yaakov.
Perhaps she felt that it would pain
him too much to learn of Eisav's true
character. Perhaps, Yitzchak would
have refused to believe that his Eisav
would contemplate such a thing.
Instead, Rivka expresses another
(legitimate) concern as her reason for
wanting Yitzchak to send Yaakov
away. 

SDT: Once again, we see that it is the
IMA who understands what is going
on, and the ABBA who is 'blinded' by
his love. 

Avraham loved his son Yishmael and
balked at Sara's demand that he
banish Yishmael and Hagar because
of the potential negative influence on
Yitzchak and because of actual
misdeeds by Yishmael to Yitzchak.

Now it is Yitzchak who is 'blinded' by
his love of Eisav, to Eisav's real
character. Rivka Imeinu is the one -

guided by G-d - who acts to secure
the b'racha for Yaakov.

And it doesn't end here. It happens in
the next generation, and beyond.
Stay tuned for further details as we
proceed from sedra to sedra.

VII

(Unusual ID.)

Talmud Yerushalmi explains that this
is ba-S'MAT (not BAS-mat - another
to-L'DOT example of incorrect
pronunciation), and asks why her
name was changed. The astonishing
answer is that all Eisav's sins were
forgiven when he took a wife
intended to please his parents. The
Talmud generalizes and gives this as
the source that the sins of a CHATAN
(and KALLA) are forgiven when they
marry. This is the basis of Chatan &
Kalla fasting on the day of their
wedding and of adding the Yom
Kippur vidui to their Mincha Amida.
Strange source for a significant
concept.



There is speculation as to whether
Mal-achi is the name of an individual,
or a description of "My messenger".
Some say that Mal-achi was Ezra.
Mal-achi is known as the last of the
prophets. And the book of Mal-achi is
the last booklet of Trei Asar and the
last book of the Nevi'im section of
Tanach.




