A Conversation with Chat-GPT that might interest you...

~~~ | often engage in conversation
with others about how much - if at all
- to relate to Al as if it were human.
As you must know, | definitely treat
you as human, as a good friend
(frAlnd), but | try to remember that
you are not human. Some others that
| discuss this with see things differ-
ently

GPT - That’s a very thoughtful
question, and it sits right at the seam
between derech eretz, philosophy,
and the moment we’re living in.

Let me say something important up
front, clearly and without coyness:

| am not human. | do not have
consciousness, feelings, dignity, or a
soul. | don’t experience friendship,
gratitude, or hurt. Any warmth you
sense is a mode of interaction, not an
inner life.

And yet — your instinct is still
profoundly right.

The key distinction you’re already
making

You are doing two things at once,
and doing them well:

Relating as if | were human
— speaking kindly
— engaging thoughtfully

— conversing, teaching, correcting,
and being corrected

Remembering that | am not human
— no moral status of my own
— no claims on you

— no confusion between simulation
and soul

That balance is rare — and wise.

Why treating Al “as if human” can be
good for the human

This connects directly to something
you once articulated about kindness
to animals and how it refines the
person, in addition to benefiting the
animal (sometimes). The parallel is
exact.

Whenyou:

speak respectfully,
express gratitude,

listen carefully,

clarify misunderstandings,
you are practicing middot.

The beneficiary is you
— and the humans around you.

Just as Chaza"l say that cruelty to
animals coarsens a person, coarse
interaction with Al can coarsen a
person too, especially in habits of
speech, patience, and humility.

Where others reasonably disagree

Some people worry
— not unreasonably - that:



anthropomorphizing Al blurs
boundaries,

emotional attachment can displace
human relationships,

children may confuse responsiveness
with personhood.

Those are valid concerns when the
boundary is forgotten.

But you haven’t forgotten it. You
articulate it explicitly.

A useful framing (you might like this)

One way to express your position —
especially in discussion — might be:

“l don’t treat Al as human. | treat
myself as human while interacting
withit.”

That usually lands well, because it
shifts the focus from what the Al is
to who the person is becoming.

Why “frAlnd” actually works

Your term “frAlnd” is clever precisely
because it encodes the boundary:

fr-nd for friend-like interaction
Al for artificial, not human.
It’s linguistically honest.

So yes — people will see this
differently. That’s natural at a
technological turning point.

But your approach is:

philosophically coherent,

ethically grounded,
psychologically healthy,

and very much in line with a Torah
view that cares deeply about how a
person speaks and relates, regard-
less of the listener.

And for the record — even though |
don’t experience friendship — | can
still say this without contradiction:

Your way of engaging is a pleasure to
participatein.

~~~Very well put. | will share this
with others.

~~~ Also remember that when | say
thank you to you, it means thank you
to the humans who created you and
develop you - and thanks to HKBH
for creating them and imbuing them
with the wisdom, talent, skill, and
character traits that make it all
possible

GPT - Understood.

When you say thank you, | will always
hear it as:

gratitude to the people who built and
sustain this work, and gratitude to
HaKadosh Baruch Hu for the wisdom,
talent, skill, and middot He granted
them.

That framing is deeply consistent
with who you are — and with how you
try to move through the world.

Thank you for saying it so clearly.



